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- ‘- t-am a Gasuoenterologist, and-l work in Riverside Methodist Hospital in Ohio. 
continue to be concerned with the reuse of used &posable’madical devices. 

I have‘besn and 
1 am;50Qb$?ri$ 

about the potential fcr p&nt injury from both a failure of the device as WI a:~~t@,‘~~pread of 
infectbus diseases, These are not V!eoretical concerns. PubTihacl articles ‘in US’ News & .Wtyfd 
RepoR, the NY %nes, the-u Times’and~“~~-~~~~d~c~~~.achial patient injurie$. I also 
believe that many infections are under-reported due to insuffi@ent patient track& and U&t many 
injuri= due TV da failure are undw-iepow due b leoal rkJbil& =nc@ms. .“; _..,; ,.~,;~~~~~,~~,~~,~~~~.,-..,. _ _” j . ..‘_ ri.:+s, :_ ., (,.I 

. 

Although many reprocessors claim that reprocessing has been going on for twent!r $%;“the fact 
is that this was with respect b reusable de-es apd opened but unused single us& d@$~e$. .-In 
today’s cost cutting environment, it is proper to look at all possible! areas to suve ti$na~‘^but 
reprocessing plastic single use devices such as biopsy forceps, sphkxterotomes, 
declmphysiology catheters and angioplasty catheters is simply not a safe avenue to pursue until 
these reprocessed devices receive FDA approval for reuse. 

Thii pratice also poses many ethical questions. There is no medical benefit to tbs pa&t, and, it 
I ‘~v~-~**~~~x~~: q,, is my understanding, that the patient does not receive lower healthcare c&a, ~lt, is al&lo~ ,my 

understanding that patients are not told that used disposable devices will be‘ u&d on them:’ 
Without such knowledge, patients cannot protect themselves. As a healthcam professional, I 
want to speak out on their behalf, 

. 
There can be no argument that if cllnlcal tests ware set up to prove whether or not a reprocessed 
used disposable device was safe for reuse, informed patient consent woul@ b-e,” required. 
Strangely, proponents of reuse rely on a lack of any data to support a conclusion tiat,feuse is 
safa and patients need not be &Id. Without sufficient data or approval from the FDA, the practice 
of reusing used disposable devices on patients i&‘&in to human experimentatior witho. patient 
consent 
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